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N DICKINSON SHERMAN.,
AT IS now a trulsm to say that
% Amerien is the wealthiest and
most powerful ‘nation of earth.
We Americans, with all our in-
dividual and collective faults,
are truly a great people. Some-
times we are so great that we
astonlsh ever ourselves, We
have astonished ourselves, for
example, by the way we have behaved about food
during the last two years,

When we entered the war we were the best fed
peopte on earth nnd had been for generations. An
incldental proof of this §5 that the American sol-
dier astomished. Europe with a new physical type,
the result of favorable conditions of life and ade-
quate food. And this new physical type proved

itself a little huskier and hardier and deadlier at

the business of kllling than any previous type of
man.

But when we entered the war, at the mere sug-
gestion of the necessity that faced us, the 110,000,
000 of us curbed our appetites, denied ourselves
goodies, put ourselves on rations and started In
'pon honor to conserve food—and stuck to it till
the necessity was pnst. It was a most astonishing
Spectacle,

Not only that, but milllons of us veluntarily
started In to make gardens and raise food. Many
of these voluntary gardeners hardly knew a spade
ftom a hoe; some probably thought that potatoes
grew In the grocery store. Certainly lots of these
gardeners had no Innd. But it made no difference,
‘The Ameriean people went to gurdening. From
the Atlantic to the Paclific the war gardens of the
workers stretched In almost unbroken line. The
<otton mills of the East, the lumber camps of Ore-
gon, the mining towns of Arizona, the great fac-
torles of the middle West, the shipynrds of Texas
—all saw the upspringing of linumerable war gar-
dens, The second summer sow the first redoubled,

It's too soon for us to begin to appreciate what
this war rationing and this war gardening has done
in winning the war, feeding the world and bene-
fiting the American people, But anyone inter-
ested In getting a first glimpse at what this gar-
dening hns done for ns should get hold of a book
Just ont, “The War Garden Victorious,”" by Charles
Lathrop Pack. It is not for sale, but it is being
distributed to librarles, and to organizations and
individuals identifled with wiar garden work., Mr.
Pack 1s the organlzer and president of the national
war garden commission and his book (s a record
of war garden activities and successes, dedicated
*to the war gardeners of the United States and
allied countries in admiration of thelr suceess In
adding to the world's supply of foodd during the
world’s war.” Mr. Pack fittingly presented the
first copy to an American woman who 18 typieal of
the spirit that made the war garden victorious—
Mrs. Thomas Edwards of Oberlln, O, 8he is nine-
ty-five years of age, but she enllsted with the
war gardeners at the first eall and showed she
was not too told to learn by changing her life-long
methods and adopting the cold-pnck method of
canning.

Co.operation Wins Victory,

Some people might think a book of record and
reference on war gardens must necessarily be dull
reading. This one Isn't. It's good reading. Any
renl American ean get patrlotic thrills out of it—
besides learning a lot. Mr, Pack 1s not laboring
under the delusion thot lils natlonal war garden

. commission was the whole thing He knows It was

the loyal cosoperation of the people that made th
war garden such a splendid success, 1

Mr. Pack also appreclates what the press of the
conntry did for the movement, He knows that all
the purpose, all the enthusinsm, all of the abllity
of those in charge of the commission's activities
might have been the sweetness of effort wasted on
the desert air of Indiiferencé had not the American
press got behind the moyvement with all Its power,
The closing chapter 18 devated to nn lluminnting
aceount of the tremendous enthusinsm with which
the Amerlcan dally and periodical press responded
to the opportunity, and how the publicity materlal
was prepared and distributed.

“The printed word, the most powerful force
Enown to elvilization, mnde war gardens possibie,
In no other way. could they have heen made to
multiply so rapidly In all parts of the land, From
printer's ink to parsnips and parsiey Is a long
Jump i but the newspapers ond pagozines made
that jump along with the others which they made
for Liberty loan, the Red Cross, and varlous other
war-work campalgng, How much -of n debt of
_grafitude the patlon owes fo It patriotie editors It
probably will never be able'to realize fully, but it
does know: that without thelr wholehearted sup-
port and thelr loynl assistance It would never
have been nble (o arouse the people of the Unlted
_Stutes as a whole to the strenuous afforts which
they exerted to back up the government and the
fighting forces. No mote of appreciation to the

“editors of the country could be overgenerous in Its

pralse or too Aberal in Its expression of heartfelt
thanks for thelr substantial ald”

i ‘War Garden Commission,

Thut the world faced o 'deficit in food and that
there existed an emergeney which could he met

only by the ralsing of wmm Wwis apparent

~months of !

e Loy - ofo et

ar Jarden Victo

LIRS, THOS LDWARLS, 55 OBLRLIN, OH/O  *

Mr. Pock wishing to do a war work which was
actually necessary, which was essentinlly practical
and which would certainly ald In making the war
suceessful, concelved the idea in March, 1917, of

fnspiring the people of the United States to plant
war gardens in order to Increase the supply of

" food without the use of land already cultivated, of

Iabor already engaged in agricultural work, of
time devoted to other necessary occupations, and
of transportation facllities which were already
inndequate to the demands made upon them,

He thereupon organized the natlonal war garden
commission. It wag not a federal government
body, though It was indorsed by the administra-

on, und the quartermaster general's office co-
opernted with it at soldiers’ camps. The commis-
slon consisted of Charles Lathrop Pack, president,
of New Jersey; Luther Burbank, Callfornia; P. P.
Claxtom, United States commissioner of education,
Washington, D. C,; Dr. Charles W. Ellot, Massa.
chusetts; Dr, Irving Fisher, Yale university, Con-
nectleut: Fred H. Goff, Ohlo; John Hays Ham-
mond, Mnssachusetts; Falrfax Harrison, Virginia ;
Myron "I\ Herrick, Ohlo; President John Grier Hib-
ben, Princeton university, New Jersey; Emerson
MeMillin, New York: A. W, Bhaw, Illinols; Mrs
John Dickinson Sherman, chairman of the con-
sgorvatlon departwent of the General Federation
of Women's Clubs, Illinois; Capt. J. B, White, Mis-
gouri : Hon. James Wilson, former secretary of ag-
riculture, Iown : Assistant Secretary of Agriculture
Carl Vrooman (for the year 1917) ; P. 8. Ridsdale,
executive secretary, who was also executive secre-
fary of the American Forestry associatlon, with
the conservation department of which the com-
mission was affilinted, and Norman €. MecLoud,
nséoclate secretary, Mrs. Sherman also was ap-
pointed by the department of the Interlor a specinl
assistant director, In charge of women's organl
gations, of the United States geliool garden army,
with which the dommission in close co-opera-
tion.

“Put the slncker land to work” was the first slo-
gan of the commisslon, War gardens are essen-
tinlly family-power Institutions. But big business
enught the splirit of the hour and capitalized the
eohthusiasm of numbers and the healthy rivalry of
teams by establishing community gurdens finntced
by it and worked by its employees, The railroads
went big business one better; the children of the
nntlon put it over both of these; “daylight saving”
gave them all 4 chance to take time by the fore-
lock ; while preserving kettles, canning clubs and
dehydration plunts all contributed their several
ghores In the saving of the frults of the national
endeayor.

Resuits Are Amazing.

The results were nmaozing. The 1017 war gar-
dens numbered approximately 8,500,000, and thelr
food products are estimated at £850,000,000,  The
1018 roports show 5,285,000 gardens mdl food prod-
nete of $525,000,000, The first season 500,000,000
quarts of vegetables and fruits were canped: In

(1018 the pumher incrensed to 1450,000,000 ganrts,

This, of course, Is but a small part of the story.
It needs such & book ng this to show us how many
other things there are to the story, ns, for instance,
the relensing of many kinds of labor and tle
lesgening of rallrond congestion. The book gives
an Interesting pieture of o mighty host, many mil-
lions strong, gnining new strength and revigorated
health by handling the hoe, and getting exercise ng
good as golf and tennis, uftre profitable than
efther and more patriotic than botl,  The gardens
they tilled ranged from- n neglected, wmg.,
tered, rubbishdittered vacant lot to a city Park,
The boys at Camp Dix went over the top ns gar-

deners nt home hefore they got their opportunity .

to go oyer the top as crisnders ln the glorious
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Then there s the soclal as well as the domestle
side. Community gardening, for instance, is prac-
tleally the only method by which all available
garden space may be put to work, by which labor
may be most efficlently employed, by which econ-
omy in purchasing power may be best exerclsed
ard by which It 1s possible to secure expert super-
vislon. But these things are materinl. There I8 o
value beyond them, which one finds recorded here,

the value of the community spirit as it marks the

inerensing solldarity of society.
A like value is also recorded in this volume in
its description of the gardens established by maony

large corporatioms and industrial and transporta-
tion concerns for their employees, resulting In a
feeling of fellowship not previously existing be-

tween eapital and labor.

The (llustrations really illustrate the text, The
series of striking posters used In the publicity

enmpnign are reproduced in color. There are 61

full-pnge {Nustrations in half tone, many of which

are exceedingly Interesting. The small home gar-
den In Marion, which is shown herewlth, Is not
especially pictorial, but was selected because it is
a war garden typical of hundreds of thousands

seen the country over—and, let us hope, long to

be seen. -

Victory Garden a Fixture,

Mr. Pack predicts that the war garden—now the

vietory garden—is a fisture. The food conditions
of the world will make It necessary for many
yenrs, and during that time the value of garden-
ing will have become so npparent that the move-
ment will continue until it has become a fixed
habit and firmly implanted in the lives of the peo-
ple.

Herein les the tremendous importance of the
United States school garden army, which alresdy
has 0 membership of nearly 4,000,000,
mobilization of the school children the logieal

agency was the United States bureau of education
P, P, Clexton,

of the department of the Interior.
United States commissioner of education, ap-
proached the undertaking with broad wvision and

keen foresight characteristic of his administra-
tHlon of educntional affairs for the federal govern-
Under his guldance there came into belng
the United States school garden army, mobilized

ment,

with effective promptness and swung into action
under the tendership of J. H. Francis as director.
Doctor Francis 1s an edueator of note who was
drafted into this important work by Commlssioner

Claxton, and he brought to bear on the enterprise
perception and nggressiveness which achieved re-
gults of national importanee in comparatively brief

time. Pregident Wilson was keenly interested In
the United States schonl garden army. His cordial
Indorsenient was expressed [n a letter to Secretary
Lane which served ns the corner stone of the struc-
ture and ar Inspiration to the children of Americn.

From the beginning the commission and the

school garden army Nave worked in entire har-
mony. The emnmission has furnished the army its
publications, and has prepared special 1919 print-

Ings for its exclusive use. Director Fruncis in the
{ntroduetion suys the mighty army of school chil-
dren must help to get together the two factors of
lelgure time and patriotism and of thousands of |~

acres of uncultivated lands. Superintendents of
schools must make their schools a vital force in
giving more food to the world and In consecving
what 18 produced.

Secretury Lane's specinl message to the school
garden nrmy contnlns this forceful paragraph:
“Phe boys and girls who have liberty gardens in

1019, the garden army officers who assist In keep--
ing the army efficient, and the teachers who direct
the work. will render o patriotic service to be com-
pared only to that of the men who won the war.”

Mrs, Sherman says: “In the opinion of the 2,000,

000 members of the Genernl Federation of Wor-
en's Cluba there 18 no other one subject that will
give the physical, mental and moral development

to the ¢hild that may come from lesrning to pro-

duce food from the sofl, We nlso belleve that gar-

deuing for ehildren is a part of the school educa-

tion of a child; that It eanks In Importance with

gending, writing find’ nrithmatlc, and that the
sehools are the only wency equipped to handle the
anhject in a comprehepxive and adequate manner,
The Nutlonnl Counell of Women with 29 natlonal
organizations l& unanlmous In Its support of gar.

dening for children undor lchml direction.”

.Soon Birdmen Will All Be Machine-Made Aviators

ASHINGTON.—A machine that enables you to experience all the physical

sensations of flylng and to test your fitness for aviation without once
lesing your hold upon the earth, has just been adopted by the war department
for use in training Its pllota. It is
probable that this device, known as the
Ruggles orlentator, will be a feature
of all fiying schools, and will enabie
civillans as well as soldlers to de-
termine withont wrisking their lives
whether they are fit for flying.

The machine consists of two sets
of steel rings, the larger one of which
is 12 feet In diameter. One ring re-
volves In the horizontal plane and the
other In the perpendicular plane, The
rings are driven by small motors so
that they revolve within each other. The “boat” tn which the pupil sits, is
suspended from the inner ring, and its movements may be controlled by either
@et of rings. The motors which control the boat may be operated from within
by the pupil or from the outside by the Instructor. The prospective pilot seuts
himself In the hoat while the Instructor sits. with bis hand em the control,
alongmde his machine. The Instructor can put his pupll through all the
motlons of & machine ln the alr by operating the controls, which are connected
to the machine by means of wire batteries, After several demonstrations of
looping-the-loon. dipping, gliding and volplanmg. the pnpll 18 permirred to
operate the machine by the controls in the boat. The test is even more severe
than that of actual fiying. If the neophyte has anything the matter with his

heart, nerves or stomach which will disqualify him for flying, the orfentator
will bring the fact out at once.

It used to take a hero to tackle the game,
Soon the birdman will be machine-made.

Congress Not Going to Stand for the Red Flag

ONGRESS Is not going to stand for the red flag in the United States. May
day demonstrations, signallzed with the waving of red flags In varlous
cltles, have served to emphasize the determination of congressional leaders to
force enactment of iegislation which
will prohibit and penalize such demon-
strations,

While the propaganda committee
of the senate has had the subject
under consideration and probably will
submit a bill on the issue, there is
one senator who Is not golng to walt
for a committee to Initiate such legis-
lation. Ha {2 Senator New of Indl-
ana, whe submitted an antired flag
bill at the last sesslon which went
down in the flood of unenacted meas-
ures on ithe cloging days of congress, Now the Indlana senator Is writing
another bill and he plans to Introduce it as soon as the mew congress 1s con-
vened. The measure, particularly directed against the anarchist propaganda
movement now agitated In the United States, has already been tentutively pre-
pared, and although subject to revision before presentation to congress, It will
be substantially as follows concerning the red flag:

“That the display or exhibition at any meeting, gathering or parade, publie
or private, of any flag, banner or emblem, symbolizing or intended by the
person or persoms displaying or exhibiting the same to symbaolize o purpose to
overthraw by force or violence or by physleal injury to person or property or
by the general cessation of industry, the government of the United States or
of all government, i hereby declared to be unlawful.”

Provision Is also made agalnst the use of the spoken, written and printed
words and the use of the mails,

The penalty for violation of the act 13 a fine of not more than §5,000 or
jraprisonment for not more than five years or both,

“There is entirely teo much consideration shown to the class of people
who employ the red flag in this country,” says Senator New.

Laboratory Experts Now Predict Fireproof Wood

AVING perfected methods by which bits of wood can be put together so
that the whole I8 as strong as an unbroken plece; having made wood
almost as resistant to melsture as Iron, and having learned how to season

green wood In a few weeks, the ex-
perts of the United States forest prod-
ucts laboratory are setting out to do
what seems to the layman the impos-
sible—that is, to make wood fireproof.

For the

These remarkable studies in the
use and propertles of wood are belng
carried out at the forest products
lahoratory at Madison, Wis, which
does its work In conjunction with the
University of Wisconsin. In view of
the work which this laboratory has
done, and is now dolog, it is not
stretching probabllities to predict that within a few years It may be possible
to bulld a wooden house, for less than wooden houses cost now, which will be
at least as fireproof as a stone house and will rival a stone house In lasting
qualities.

Loss of wooden structures hy firen dne very largely to earalessness, n
the opinlon of the Iaboratory experts, and they do not refer to carelessness in
the use of matches and cigarettes, either. They say that the faulty use of
wood in bullding I8 the cause of many fires, and théy are carrying on Investl-
gations to determine just how wood can safely be used.

The experiments are accompanled by others in the making of wood fire-
proof. The experts say that there is no reason why wood, the cheapest and
most pllant bullding materlal, should be discriminated against because of Its
inflammability and its lack of lasting qualities. Both of these shortcomings
can and will be overcome,

The forest products laboratory had been puttering along for years until
the war stirred it up to real activity.

Many of the things It discovered in war can be applied to peace,

War evidently is not an unmixed evil,

Wanted:_Half-Cent Piece for Paying Luxury Taxes

OMMUNICATIONS have reached the treasury department urging the coin-
ing of & half-cent piece ns n means of making exact payments of revenue
taxes, but there 1s no indieation that the department will favor the proposition.
Agitation on the subject, report-
ed from Chicago and other cities, it
was stated by treasury officials, would
be snccessful only If sufliclently strong
to induce actlon by congress. Such ac-
tlon would be necessary before a coln
of & new denomination could be issued.
Inasmuch as the extra half cent
which taxpayers are required to pay
on numerous articles goes Into the
treasury, its officlals would not be like-
ly to take the lead In a move which
would cut off a portion of the revenue.
Members of congress, as the direct representatives of the people, might cham-
plon the proposal,

Officlals of the Internal revenue buresiu are trylng to prevent profiteering
through greater Increnses [n prices thun justified by war taxes. The regula-
tlon for the collection of the luxury tax hss been framed speclfically with &
view to this end. It I8 provided that it must be made clear to the customer
just what the price of the article Is and the amount of the tax.

Although the luxury tax has been In effect only a short time reports of
profiteering are reaching the revenue bureau. Revenue agents say violations
will not be tolerated.

Under the revenue law false representations are subject to a fine of not
more than $1,000 or tmprisonment of not more than one year, ot both,




